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The {Stamps} of Life Blue Snow Globe Shaker Card 
Designed by Gilbert Whitmer, Jr. 

For more of my card designs visit: http://card-topia.blogspot.com 
 

 
 

Products used 
The Stamps of Life November 2009 Joy2Christmas Digital Stamp Set 
Snowflake Stamps from November 2009 Joy2Christmas Clear Stamp Set 
FotoFusion software 
TSUKINEKO Brilliance Pearlescent Sky Blue ink 
Baby blue card from 2009 DCWV Holiday Collection Winter Box of Cards 
Dark blue cardstock 
Grafix Clear Craft Plastic 
3mm thick white fun foam 
Martha Stewart Snow Glitter 
Bic Mark it Oceanview Blue Marker 
Heidi Swapp Scrappy Glue 
3M ATG Gold 908 Adhesive Tape 
Stickles Crystal Glitter 
INKADINKADO rubber stamp 
Fiskars Fingertip Swivel Knife 
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Paper Sizes 
Base - standard A2 (5 ½” x 4 ¼” after folding) 
Snow globe assembly - 3 ½” x 3 ½” 
Dark blue snow globe mat - 3 ¾” x 3 ¾” 
Merry Christmas - ¾” x 3 ½” 
Merry Christmas mat – 1” x 3 ¾” 

Directions 

1. Use the {Stamps} of Life Joy2Christmas November 2009 Digital Stamps to create 
a 3” high snow globe on a new 11 inch x 8 ½ inch project in your digital imaging 
or scrapbooking software. 

2. Add the snow man to the middle of the snow globe. 

3. Create the “Merry Christmas” image by stretching the Christmas stamp to slightly 
under 3" high (maintain proportions) and then shrinking the width of merry to fit 
in the width created by the Christmas image. Together they should be about 3” 
high so you can cut it out with a ¼” border at the top and bottom and end up with 
a 3 ½” high piece of paper. 

4. Change the image color from black to a blue that will match your papers. 

5. FotoFusion automatically adds a drop 
shadow to images. Turn off any drop 
shadows on the images. 

6. Copy all 4 images at once and paste these 
images so you end up with 4 snow globes 
lined up on one sheet of paper. Lining them 
up vertically makes it easer to cut later. 
Delete the snow globe and words from the 
top images so you end up with a sheet like 

the one on the left. FotoFusion keeps every image on a separate layer. If your 
software does not you may need to build the page by just placing a snowman in 
the correct position instead using the copy and delete technique. 

7. Print the sheet out. Use a laser printer if available to ensure the ink doesn’t run if 
you use glitter glue later. The sheet makes 2 cards. You only need one side of it 
per card you make. If you have a really big Christmas card list, you may want to 
make a sheet that has three columns of snow globes and snow men and put the 
Merry Christmas images on a separate sheet to save the most paper. 

8. Glitter the top snowmen with white/clear glitter glue and let dry overnight. The 
sample uses Stickles Crystal Glitter. You could also use an embossing marker and 
a glittered embossing powder if you want faster results or prefer that technique. 

9. Use a cutting tool with a swivel blade to cut out the insides of the globes. I used 
the Fiskars Fingertip Swivel Knife. The trick is to go slow, take your time and 
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make sure you turn things so you can see the cutting edge and the pattern when 
you do the cutting. Try to leave as much of the blue from the globe image as 
possible. 

10. Color the bottom of the globe with blue marker. If you can get your software to 
do this for you can do it there instead and skip this step. Take the time to color it 
with vertical strokes for best results. Horizontal strokes will probably end up 
showing as horizontal strokes. If sections come out a slightly different color when 
doing vertical strokes, it will simply add character. 

11. Trim off the excess paper on the right of the rightmost globe. You want to leave 
¼” of white on the right hand side of the globe and you want to cut the entire 
height of the sheet in one pass so you are trimming the top snowman to width at 
the same time. 

12. Trim the left side of the same globe, creating a 3 ½” x 8 ½” wide strip with the 
snowman and globe on it. If you created the digital pattern correctly, the 
snowman will automatically be where you want it to be on the horizontal axis. 

13. Trim the top off the snow globe, leaving about ¼ inch of white on the image 
above the globe. 

14. Cut the bottom of the globe off at 3 ½ inches from the top. You should now have 
a 3 ½ square globe top. 

15. Position the cut out globe on top of the dried snowman where you want it to 
appear in the finished globe and use this as a reference to trim the snowman piece 
down to 3 ½ inches high. 

16. Trim Merry Christmas down to ¾ of an inch wide and 3 ½” high. 

17. Mount a square of clear plastic 3 ¼ by 3 ¼ inches on the back of the cut out snow 
globe. You may find this easiest to do if you use a use a thin layer of mixed 
medium glue like Scrappy glue because you get a few minutes to position it just 
right and the ¼” sides are thinner than most tape runners. Be careful not to 
fingerprint the visible part of the plastic sheet. 

18. Stamp the snow flake images using the clear stamp from the Joy2Christmas set on 
the paper with the snowman and then inside of the window sheet. The sample 
uses TSUKINEKO Brilliance Pearlescent Sky Blue ink which dries with a 
shimmery look to it. You want to randomly stamp but at the same time keep in 
mind these will be layered on top of each other and you are stamping inside of the 
plastic so it is a mirror image of what you will see after final assembly. You 
probably don’t want a big snowflake over the snowman’s head nor do you want 
two snowflakes right on top of each other. 
 
Here is a sample placement guide.  (The snowman is from a prototype before I 
figured out it would work much better if I deleted the globe around the snowman 
in the bottom layer so it wouldn’t show through). 
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19. Cut thin (less than ¼” for top and sides) strips of white 3mm fun foam to make a 
square around the outside edge of the window sheet. The best way to do this is to 
simply use a craft knife and ruler. Trimmers or scissors will have to mash the 
foam to cut it. A sharp craft knife will simply cut it at whatever angle you hold it. 
Apply the bottom, left and right and save the top for last. If you end up short on 
the top, you can cut triangles like you see in the image above. The triangles also 
help support the plastic better. If there are any gaps your glitter will come out so 
everything needs to fit well and be attached well. Using mixed medium liquid 
glue is the best way to do this so you can move the pieces around and things 
won’t come apart after it dries. It will also allow you to fill the snow globe easier 
in the next step.  
 
You can use more traditional dimensioning products as well, but the shaker will 
not work well with the Martha Stewart Snow Glitter unless you leave at least a 
3mm gap between layers. Your final top window piece should look like the one 
above when done (the blue background is just so you can see the white pieces and 
is not part of the assembly). 

20. If you are using the fun foam and liquid adhesive approach, glue the edges of the 
bottom third of the snowman sheet onto the assembly being careful to line up the 
edges. Let this dry. You will then be able to gently lift the unglued part to add or 
remove glitter. Since the bottom is glued, you can also pick up the globe and see 
how the glitter settles so you can get the perfect amount without guesswork or 
making a mess. 

21. With the window side down, place some glitter inside the globe. The sample was 
done using Martha Stewart snow glitter that looks like little mica snow flakes. 
You want enough so that when you hold it upright it looks like the ground is 
covered but not so much that snowman is covered up too.  If you use the foam and 
glue trick the bottom part is sealed at this point so you can actually hold it up and 
see how it covers, otherwise do not hold it upright - you need to guess. If you are 
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guessing, too little will be better than too much. Too much will cover the 
snowman image. 

22. If you used the foam and liquid adhesive, place glue on the remaining portion of 
the unglued flap and seal it down and let it set up enough to hold. If you are using 
Scrappy Glue, the bottle has a very fine tip on it and the glue flows like water so it 
is easy to apply a needle size thin bead in the unglued parts of the frame that will 
set up in a few minutes.  
 
If you used a more traditional dimensioning product, attach the entire snowman 
sheet onto the back of the window assembly now. Making sure everything is 
secure before you turn it over and let the glitter move around.  

23. Mount the assembled snow globe shaker assembly on a 3 ¾ inch dark blue square 
and mount that onto a 5 ½ x 4 ¼ inch card. The paper shown for the card is from 
the DCWV Holiday box of cards so it came pre-folded with blue texture on the 
outside and plain white inside. 

24. Mount Merry Christmas on a 1 inch x 3 ¾ inch dark blue sheet and mount this 
assembly on the card with the same dimensional material you used to make the 
shaker snow globe.  

25. Stamp or write words inside the card. The words on the inside of the design 
shown below are an INKADINKADO rubber stamp from the local craft store. 
The three snow flakes are from the November 2009 Joy2Christmas Clear Stamp 
Set. Everything was stamped using TSUKINEKO Brilliance Pearlescent Sky Blue 
Ink, which worked great on both the clear stamps and rubber stamp and gives the 
stamped image a little bit of shimmer. Sign the cards with a blue gel glitter pen 
for a final touch. 

 


